

November 10, 2024

Dr. Willie
Fax#:  989-802-5955
RE:  Paul Knapp
DOB:  09/08/1949
Dear Dr. Willie:

This is a followup for Mr. Knapp who has chronic kidney disease, diabetic nephropathy and hypertension.  Last visit in September.  Comes accompanied with wife.  Planned for gallbladder surgery, November 21, at Midland.  Already, saw cardiology, approval for upcoming surgery.  Stable dyspnea.  Presently, no nausea or vomiting.  No diarrhea, bleeding or changes in urination.  Has chronic hoarseness of the voice. On diuretics.  There has been recurrence of gout, ankles and wrists.  Has received intravenous iron.  Failed WATCHMAN procedure, a different device will be attempted in January.
Review of Systems:  Other review of systems negative.

Medications:  Medication list reviewed.  I want to highlight the hydralazine, felodipine, Lasix, Eliquis, Farxiga, bicarbonate replacement and cholesterol management.

Physical Examination:  Today, blood pressure by nurse 141/47.  He is a tall, large and obese person.  No rales or wheezes.  No pericardial rub.   Obesity of the abdomen.  No tenderness.  Minor edema.  Hoarseness of the voice, which is chronic, nonfocal.

Labs:  Chemistries in August; creatinine 1.6, which is baseline.  GFR 45 stage III.  Labs reviewed.

Assessment and Plan:  CKD stage III.  No progression.  No symptoms of uremia, encephalopathy, pericarditis, underlying diabetic nephropathy and hypertension.  Potassium, same diet.  Bicarbonate on replacement.  No need for phosphorus binders.  Blood pressure acceptable control.  Recurrence of gout.  Update uric acid. Failed attempts of WATCHMAN procedures, a new device in January. Prior gastrointestinal bleeding, presently not active. Underlying atrial fibrillation, atrial flutter for what remains on Eliquis.  Continue chemistries on a regular basis.  Come back in six months.
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All above issues were discussed with the patient. Education provided, questions answered to patient's satisfaction. Patient verbalized understanding.

Sincerely,

JOSE FUENTE, M.D.
JF/gg
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